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Greetings to 
you all in the 
name of Je-
sus Christ. 
 
It’s difficult 
to believe 
that summer 
is already 
upon us.  I 
hope you’ll 
have a 

chance to catch your breath and relax 
a bit! 
The IFC congregants are in the midst 
of a busy summer involving many 
travels, visiting near and dear ones, 
sightseeing new and interesting plac-
es, spending more time with kids, at-
tending summer camps, retreats and 
picnics. 
Our God has faithfully led us half way 
past 2017 giving us his protection, 
guidance and feeding us spiritually 
and physically continuously. Let’s all 
give thanks to God. Jer. 29:11 “For 
surely I know the plans I have for you, 
says the LORD, plans for your welfare 
and not for harm, to give you a future 
with hope.”  

1. God has His "thoughts," even as 
we have ours. 

2. His thoughts are immeasurably 
higher than ours.  

3. His thoughts are all conformed 
to the eternal truth of matters.  When 
we think of our life we feel we are 
nothing but God has great plans for 
each and every one of us. The counsel 
of the Lord “standeth forever, the 
thoughts of his heart to all genera-
tions" Ps. 33:11. 

We had a couple of important 

events in the last 3 months. IFC Annu-
al Retreat was held at Skycroft confer-
ence center. Rev. Dr. Prince Ve-
damanickam spoke on “Increase our 
faith”. It was truly a blessing to all; 
we had a lot of fun, enjoyment, enter-
tainment, games etc. More than 120 
members attended. Praise be to God. 
Thanks to all involved in making the 
retreat a very meaningful one. We al-
so had VBS 2017 on the theme 
“Operation Arctic”. More than 50 kids 
attended. Our youth took an active 
role and gave the participants a mar-
velous experience. Thanks to our 
youth leaders, volunteers, children 
and parents.  
By the grace of God our outreach min-
istry is doing well. Many are eagerly 
participating in this to share the love 
of Jesus. We are hoping to get some 
more new families at the church. 
We are still in a season of reflection 
and seeking God’s guidance as we 
move into the next season of ministry 
fruitfulness. Let us all pledge to re-
main humble, prayerful, worshipful, 
receptive and open to God’s direction.  
I am confident that the best is yet to 
come (1 Cor. 2:9). 
 
May God’s grace and peace fill your 
hearts. 
 
Pastor Isravel Jayaraj 

For pastoral care, please contact:  Rev. Isravel Jayaraj  
Ph: (301) 920-4199 Email: pastoralcare@indiansforchrist.org 
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The role and toll of tribulation          -Jacinth Joseph 
 
Among the many promises in the Bible is this one, "in this world, you will 
have tribulation"(John 16:33). This is not a promise that we are eager to 
claim! Even so, just like God's other promises, this one is also manifest 
and made true in our lives. Whether tribulation makes or breaks a person 
depends on his spiritual stature and strength.  
The apostle Paul is described physically as a man of short stature and un-
attractive appearance. But he was strong in spirit and did mighty works for 
God's glory. In the concluding chapters of the book of Acts, Luke describes 
a peculiar trial/tribulation that Paul faced. After testifying before King 
Agrippa and proclaiming his own testimony and faith in Jesus, it was de-
termined that Paul should be taken to Italy, along with other prisoners, 
under the care of centurion Julius.  
At one of the stops on the way, Paul cautioned the centurion and the mas-
ter of the ship, that setting sail would be dangerous, but Julius did not 
heed his advice. Sure enough, they faced a storm so fierce, that they did 
not see the sun for many days. The 265 men who were in the ship with 
Paul lost ‘all’ their hope. Then Paul spoke to them the same words Jesus 
used when he spoke to the disciples about tribulation, "be of good cheer". 
With nothing else to turn to, Julius and all the people started listening to 
the words of Paul. 
After 14 long nights, they spotted the shore of an island. The next day, 
they ran the ship into the shore, leading to destruction of the ship. Just as 
Paul had told them, every man in the ship reached the shore alive, some 
by swimming, some on boards and some on broken pieces of the ship. 
They came out empty-handed, but carrying with them the reward of a rich 
and rare experience. 
While the others onboard the ship barely made it through the storm, Paul 
overcame it fearlessly. In fact, on the island, he "shook off" a venomous 
snake that fastened to his hand. One cannot, but wonder how Paul over-
came trials/tribulation fearlessly. He answered that question through the 
letters he wrote thousands of years ago! 
In Romans chapter 5, he talks about how tribulation produces patience, 
experience and hope. While talking about being hopeful in tribulation, he 
says, "Hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost"(Romans 5:5). When the storm made eve-
ryone lose hope, he had no fear. He loved God and knew that "all things 
work together for good to them that love God"(Romans 8:28). Love leads 
to implicit trust in any circumstance, because "love believes all things"(1 
Cor. 13:7). That is why John also says, "Perfect love casteth out fear"(1 
John 4:18). May the Holy Spirit fill our hearts with the love of God, so we 
may also boldly say "I know whom I have believed"(2 Timothy 1:12). 

http://www.indiansforchrist.org
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Find answers to the blanks. Circle them in the grid.  
Answers are vertical, horizontal or diagonal.  Enjoy! 

 

 

 
 

 
S B F B J Q H P V G 

I O W C Y E W N C O 

Q A L H R M P A U L 

F Z T O P O N K D I 

R Z D U M G S X T A 

E K L R I O U S G T 

D B E J R S N O A H 

S X G S I P D U M I 

E H O V A E A B E L 

A B R A M L Y A N Z 

King David’s grandfather was ___ Boaz.   
 
_____________________ was Moses’ sister.  
 
_______ __built a large boat called an arc.  
 
King ______________ wanted to kill Jesus. 
 
________’s name was changed to Abraham.  
 
The Christian symbol (icon) is a__________.  
 
Saul is better known as apostle __________.
   
 

King ___________________ built the first temple.  
 
God created _________________ as the day of rest.  
 
This giant challenged the Israelites ___________.  
 
We say this at the end of every prayer __________. 
 
First 4 New Testament books together___________.  
 
The very first person murdered was____________.  
 
Israelites crossed ____   ____when they left Egypt.  

 - Hemala Jayaseelan 
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In June, our church had over 50 children participate in “Operation Arctic” Vacation Bible School. The 
youth conducted four days of fun-filled activities, where the children learned what it meant to explore the 
Bible. The activities for two of the four days were service projects. On Wednesday, the children wrote let-
ters to the elderly, giving them the opportunity to brighten someone’s day. On Friday, the children made 
about 20 pillows (pictured above) that were donated to Children’s National Hospital in D.C.  

For more pictures, visit http://indiansforchrist.org/photo-gallery-2/ .  Special thank you to 
the Sunday school team and all the youth volunteers who helped each day. We hope this 
year’s VBS was enriching and exciting for all the participants, and we will see you next 
year!  

http://www.indiansforchrist.org
http://indiansforchrist.org/photo-gallery-2/
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Background:  
 In recent years, almost all of the main stream denominational churches as well as independent 
churches have adopted and implemented what has come to be known as “Safe Church Policy”. In any 
church environment or church activities there is always an element of risk involved. Safe Church Policy 
establishes and preserves an atmosphere in which all our members including children, ministerial staff, 
volunteers involved in various ministerial activities of our church family can worship and work together in 
an environment that is free from all forms of harassment, exploitation, intimidation or discrimination. 
In many institutions all the paid ministerial, administrative staff and faithful volunteers are subjected to 
formal background checks prior to their employment or commission. Such measures are taken to safe-
guard the church environment from any unforeseen vulnerabilities. Safe Church Policy also includes all 
church sponsored activities that happen outside of church premises as well. 
 
Our Church: 
 IFC Church Administration has always been conscious and mindful of providing the safe church 
environment to our church family and guests.  However, this is the time to adapt formal document as 
“Safe Church Policy”.  Keeping in mind the ethnic nature of our church- Indians for Christ (WMTC), our 
culture, Christian and traditional family values that we are mindful as Tamil Christian Church Family, the 
Safe Church policy is being developed avoiding the need for formal background checks of our faithful 
staff and volunteers.  This policy identifies reasonably foreseeable risks involved in our church worship 
gatherings and activities and provides procedures and guidelines to manage risk awareness, safety 
awareness, common sense observation, action and foresight for making Indians for Christ, Washington 
Metropolitan Church and it’s sponsored activities a safe environment.   
 
Indians for Christ (WMTC) hopes that our worship places and church sponsored activities will continue to 
remain sacred and we work together to prevent any harm to those who come into our community. 
The intent of this policy is to increase the reliability, integrity, and safety of our ministries, and not to 

spread distrust among us. We are people of God, trusting and hopeful, but we need to be smart, wise 

and aware. 

 

We look forward to instituting the new policy projected for use from September this year.  

 

 

http://www.indiansforchrist.org
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Rev.Prince Vedamanickam 

Quiz – 
Book of Acts 

Bonfire 

Bro.Bernard Clifford 
Youth session 

http://www.indiansforchrist.org
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For additional pictures, please visit http://indiansforchrist.org/photo-gallery-2/ 
   

Please mark your calendar 
Retreat 2018 
July 13, 14, 15 

Skycroft conference center, md 

 

http://www.indiansforchrist.org
http://indiansforchrist.org/photo-gallery-2/
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                      New School year!         New School year!      New School year!   
 
 

Dear God, grant those who learn and those who 

teach to say and do what is pleasing to you.. 

May this academic year be blessed with sound 

learning, positive friendships and an exciting, 

safe atmosphere. Amen. 

http://www.indiansforchrist.org
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Teleconference  
Bible Study 
Wednesday at 
8:00 PM 
Dial in Number: 
(641) 715-3605 
Access Code: 
403378 

Teleconference 
Prayer 
Tuesday at 9:00 
PM 
Dial in Number: 
(641) 715-3605  
Access Code: 
403378  
 

 
 
 

Sunday School  
During Worship 

September 
to 

June  
 

 
 
 

Fasting Prayer 
Second  

Saturday  
at 10:00 AM 

 
Intercesso-
ry Prayer  
First Friday 
at 8:00 PM 

 
Missions 
Prayer 
Third Friday 
8:00 PM 

 
Third Saturday  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact Rev. Isravel  

Jeyaraj 

 
 

Women  
Fellowship 

Second  
Sunday  

at 6:00 PM 

http://www.indiansforchrist.org
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Please send your articles, suggestions and comments to editorialboard@indiansforchrist.org 

Annual Picnic 
Saturday  

August 19, 2017 
Black Hill Regional 

Park 
Maryland 
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